Treatment of Strains and Sprains

Sprains and strains are common injuries that affect the muscles, ligaments, and
tendons of the body. While they are similar in nature, there are slight differences
between the two:

Sprains: Sprains occur when ligaments, which are the strong bands of tissue connecting
bones to each other at a joint, are stretched or torn. They typically happen when a joint
is forced beyond its normal range of motion. Common locations for sprains include the
ankle, wrist, and knee.

Strains: Strains, on the other hand, affect the muscles or tendons. Muscles are the
tissues responsible for contraction and movement, while tendons are the fibrous tissues
that connect muscles to bones. Strains occur when muscles or tendons are
overstretched or torn, usually due to sudden or excessive force. Strains commonly occur

in the back, hamstring muscles, and calf muscles.

Treatment:
While the initial steps of treatment for sprains and strains are similar, there are some
differences in the approach to managing these injuries:
1.Rest: Both sprains and strains require rest to allow the injured tissues to heal.
However, the duration of rest may vary depending on the severity of the injury.
Severe sprains may require more extended periods of rest compared to strains.
2.Ice: Applying ice packs or cold compresses to the affected area helps reduce
swelling and pain for both sprains and strains. The frequency and duration of ice
application are generally the same for both injuries.
3.Compression: Compression with an elastic bandage is commonly used for both
sprains and strains to provide support and limit swelling. However, the specific
wrapping technique may differ depending on the location of the injury. For example,
sprained ankles may require a figure-eight wrapping pattern, while strains in other
areas may use a simple compression wrap.
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4. Elevation: Elevating the injured area above the level of the heart helps reduce swelling
for both sprains and strains. This practice is generally applicable regardless of the
specific injury.

5. Medications: Over-the-counter pain relievers and anti-inflammatory drugs can be
used for both sprains and strains to manage pain and reduce inflammation. The choice
of medication and dosage may vary depending on individual circumstances, so it's
important to follow the recommendations of a healthcare professional.

6. Rehabilitation: Physical therapy plays a crucial role in the recovery of both sprains
and strains. The specific exercises and rehabilitation techniques will depend on the
location and severity of the injury. Physical therapy aims to restore strength, flexibility,
and function to the affected area.

It's important to note that the treatment approach for sprains and strains can vary
depending on the severity of the injury and the individual's specific circumstances. In
severe cases of sprains or strains where conservative treatments are ineffective,
surgical intervention may be required.
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The POLICE acronym is an updated version of the RICE (Rest, Ice, Compression,
Elevation) method for the initial management of acute injuries such as sprains and
strains.

The POLICE acronym stands for:

1.Protection: Protect the injured area from further harm or stress. This may involve
immobilizing the joint or using assistive devices such as crutches or splints to prevent
unnecessary movement.

2.0ptimal Loading: Gradually introduce controlled and appropriate movement or
loading to the injured area. This step emphasizes the importance of early
mobilization and functional rehabilitation exercises under professional guidance to
promote healing and prevent stiffness.

3.lce: Apply ice packs or cold compresses to the injured area for 15-20 minutes every
2-3 hours during the initial 48-72 hours. Ice helps reduce pain, swelling, and
inflammation.

4.Compression: Wrap the injured area with an elastic bandage to provide support and
limit swelling. Ensure the compression is firm but not excessively tight to avoid
impairing blood circulation.

5.Elevation: Elevate the injured area above the level of the heart, if possible, to help
reduce swelling and promote fluid drainage.

TN

VHsI | @) EduFocal

www.vhsiacademy.com




