Dismemberment

Definition
Dismemberment is the act of separating or removing body parts, usually limbs, from the rest of
the body. Dismemberment can occur due to a variety of causes, including accidents, trauma, or

intentional harm. It is a severe and potentially life-threatening injury that requires immediate
medical attention.

Types/Forms
There are several types of dismemberment, including:

» Traumatic amputation: This occurs when a limb is forcibly separated from the body due to
an accident or injury, such as in a car crash or workplace accident.

e Surgical amputation: This is a planned and controlled removal of a limb, usually due to a
medical condition such as cancer or severe infection.

e Animal attack: This occurs when an animal, such as a shark or bear, attacks and bites off a
limb.

* Homicidal dismemberment: This is a deliberate act of separating body parts, usually with
the intention of concealing a crime.

¢ Suicidal dismemberment: This is a rare and extreme form of self-harm where an individual
intentionally amputates their own limb(s).

Causes
Dismemberment can occur due to a variety of causes, including:

e Accidents: Traumatic amputations can occur due to accidents, such as car crashes,
industrial accidents, or natural disasters.

e Violence: Dismemberment can occur due to violence, such as shootings, stabbings, or
physical assaults.

e Animal attacks: Some animals, such as sharks or alligators, may attack and dismember
individuals.

e Surgical procedures: Planned surgical amputations may be necessary due to medical
conditions such as cancer, severe infection, or injury.
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Dismemberment

causes

Explosions: Explosions from bombs or other devices can cause traumatic amputations.

Machinery accidents: Industrial machinery accidents, such as those involving conveyor belts or
heavy equipment, can also cause traumatic amputations.

Treatment

Control bleeding: The first step in treating dismemberment is to control bleeding. This can be
achieved by applying pressure to the wound, elevating the injured area, and using a
tourniquet if necessary.

Stabilize the patient: The patient should be stabilized by ensuring they have an open airway,
are breathing properly, and have a stable pulse and blood pressure.

Preserve amputated parts: If possible, collect any dismembered body parts and place them
in a clean, sealed plastic bag. Keep the bag on ice, but do not freeze it.

Pain management: Pain management should be initiated to provide comfort to the patient.
Pain medication can be given through injection or orally.

Antibiotics: Antibiotics may be given to prevent infection and promote healing.
Tetanus immunization: Tetanus immunization may be given to prevent tetanus infection.

Surgical management: Surgical management may be necessary to repair the injury,
reattach limbs, and address any internal damage.

Nursing Assessment

Assess for the presence and severity of bleeding, shock, and pain.
Assess the location, extent, and nature of the amputation(s).

Obtain a detailed medical history, including any pre-existing medical conditions or
medications.

Assess the patient's vital signs, including blood pressure, heart rate, respiratory rate, and
oxygen saturation levels.

Assess the patient's mental and emotional state, including their level of consciousness,
orientation, and emotional reaction to the injury.
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Dismemberment
Nursing Diagnosis
» Risk for Shock
e Acute Pain related to tissue damage and nerve trauma.

¢ Risk for Infection
e Impaired Physical Mobility

Nursing Management
e Control bleeding by applying pressure to the wound and elevating the injured area.
» Administer oxygen therapy and monitor vital signs to prevent shock.
e Provide pain management through pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic interventions.
e Administer tetanus vaccine and antibiotics as indicated to prevent infection.
e Provide emotional support and counseling to the patient and their family members.

e Refer the patient to appropriate rehabilitation services, such as physical therapy and
prosthetics, to improve their physical mobility and quality of life.
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